
 Dear Members:  

I hope you are enjoying a happy and healthy spring! It has been a  

busy time in the months since many of us struggled to attend our  

meetings through a blizzard on Super Bowl Sunday at ALA Midwinter  

Meeting in Chicago. At Midwinter, we had a small but engaged group 

attend our AFAS meetings. Thank you for your commitment to AFAS and showing up for our 

meeting in spite of the cold and snow! It was wonderful to meet some new members of the 

section as well as greet old friends! In Chicago, we planned for the  

annual research forum and discussed the transitional plan as we begin the process of 

becoming an ACRL Interest Group in 2016. We also voted to re-establish our African 

American Subject Funnel Project with the Library of Congress. Thank you to Carmelita 

Pickett for volunteering to chair this project, which was founded by retired AFAS librarian, 

Dorothy Washington. This initiative addresses an important mechanism for the suggestion, 

revision and creation of subject headings related to the African American experience to 

improve access. As ALA Midwinter attendance continue to drop, AFAS will move to formal 

Midwinter meetings online to enable more members participation. This will allow our 

gatherings at Midwinter to focus on information sharing and discussion. Johnnie Love, the 

current AFAS Liaison to the Association for the Study of African American Life and 

History (ASALH) and past liaison, Glenda Alvin continue to work on establishing an affiliate 

librarians’ group with ASALH. The affiliate is charged with organizing a librarian track for the 

ASALH Centennial conference September 23-27, 2015 in Atlanta, GA. Special thanks to 

Johnnie for her leadership in guiding the formation of the ASALH affiliate to provide 

additional opportunities to advance collaboration and scholarship between African American 

Studies librarians and African American Studies scholars.  

I look forward to seeing you at the AFAS Research Forum at ALA Annual in San 

Francisco. “African Americans in the West” is the theme of the panel highlighting research, 

archives, and new resources. This is sure to be an engaging panel and is scheduled for 

Saturday, June 27, 1:00 - 2:30. The General Membership Meeting will follow on Saturday, 

June 27 at 3:00-4:00. In San Francisco, Chair-Elect Derek Mosley will assume the position 

of AFAS Chair and will work closely with the membership as the transition continues. Thank 

you for your support of AFAS. It has been an honor to serve you as chair of AFAS this past 

year. See you in San Francisco! —Malaika Grant 
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AFAS MEETINGS @ ALA SAN FRANCISCO 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Saturday, June 27 8:30 am—10 am 
Hilton San Francisco Union Square (HIL) 
333 O’Farrell Street 
Marina Room 

AFAS General Membership Meeting 
Saturday, June 27 3:00 pm—4 pm 
Hilton San Francisco Union Square (HIL) 
333 O’Farrell Street 
Union Square 15 & 16 

Greetings AFAS Members!  

I am excited to serve as Chair of ACRL/AFAS. Over the past few 

years, the leadership has worked  to strengthen the section and  

create new initiatives. This will be our last year as a section in ACRL. 

We will transition to an interest group in 2016. I am pleased to  

announce some of the items that I would like to address during 

 my tenure. I want to create a task force to oversee the collection and 

preservation of over 40 years of AFAS history as an important 

organization within ACRL. To begin this process, I invite past and  

 present AFAS members to participate in a project to document the 

 rich legacy and history of AFAS. Please feel free to contact me 

with your suggestions, ideas, and other concerns. This is our section 

 and let us continue to strive toward excellence.  

 See you in San Francisco! —Derek Mosley 

Message from the Incoming Chair 

Derek T. Mosley  

Chair, 2015-2016 

derek.t.mosley@gmail.com  

To help empower our community in accelerating the transformation of the scholarly communication system, 
ACRL is pleased to offer the day-long workshop, “Scholarly Communication: From Understanding to 
Engagement.” The workshop helps participants in very practical ways, such as preparing for library staff or 
faculty outreach, contextualizing collection development decisions to internal and external stakeholders, and 
initiating or supporting new models for scholarly communication. Details are available on the ACRL website at 
www.ala.org/acrl/issues/scholcomm/roadshow.  

AFAS RESEARCH FORUM 

 

African Americans in the West 
Saturday, June 27, 2015 

1 pm —2:30 pm 
Hilton San Francisco Union Square (HIL) 

333O’Farrell Street 
Continental 9 

 

mailto:derek.t.mosley@gmail.com
http://www.ala.org/acrl/issues/scholcomm/roadshow.
http://www.ala.org/acrl/issues/scholcomm/roadshow
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HIGHLIGHTS 

G. Willow Wilson, writer and journalist was one of 

two keynote speakers at ACRL 2015 in Portland. 

Wilson created the recent Marvel superhero, the 

first Muslim Pakistani American superhero, Ms. 

Marvel. She gave a very inspiring speech about 

identity and diversity to a packed auditorium.  

Jad Abumrad, host and creator of Radiolab, a 

radio program on NPR was the other ACRL 

keynote speaker. Abumrad amused conference 

attendees with his talk describing his use of 

animation and sound to explain some of the ideas 

he and his partner have used in their program. It 

was quite entertaining to see how some of 

Radiolab programming often occurs through 

happenstance, sometimes failing to catch on, but 

often developing into much more creative ideas for 

listeners. 

AFAS Member Rebecca Hankins shares a photo 
with ACRL keynote speaker, G, Willow Wilson, 
American comics writer and journalist. 

I also attended an excellent preconference Workshop on “Developing Research Questions, 

Methods and Habits of Mind: A Workshop for Innovative and Sustainable Research” led by 

Heidi LM Jacobs, Selinda Berg, and Kristin Hoffmann. The content provided the new or 

seasoned researcher with an array of tools and advice. My greatest take away—aside from the 

many other tools and resources—was the understanding “research problems are different from 

research questions.” Ponder that! —Rebecca Hankins 

 

ACRL Pre-Conference on Research 
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African Americans in the West 

Research Forum 
Hilton San Francisco Union Square  

Meeting Room—Continental 9 
Saturday, June 27, 2015  

1:00-2:30 p.m. 

 
Panelists: 

 
“Insurers of the Dream: Records of a People 

 and Their Business” 
Kelly Besser and Megan Fraser,  

Special Collections, UCLA Library 
 

“African Americans in the West Featured in Clio:  
Your Guide to the History Around You" 

David J. Trowbridge,  
Director, African & African American Studies,  

Marshall University 

“Resources for the Study of  
the African in New Mexico” 

Akilah Nosakhere,  
New Mexico State University Carlsbad 

The 56th Annual RBMS Conference 
Preserve the Humanities! Special Collections as Liberal Arts Laboratory 
Oakland and Berkeley, June 23 - 26, 2015 
The annual RBMS Conference will feature three plenary panels around the theme of the role of special 
collections libraries in the context of larger trends in the humanities and higher education. Speakers will 
focus on collaborative partnerships forged amongst archivists, librarians, researchers, and teaching 
faculty and position libraries as laboratories for the liberal arts and sciences. Register by May 22, 
2015, to receive early bird pricing. http://www.preconference15.rbms.info/  

http://www.preconference15.rbms.info/
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ACRL Preconference @ 2015 ALA Annual 

ACRL is offering four pre-conferences in conjunction with the 2015 
ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco on Friday, June 26, 2015. 
Complete details, including descriptions, learning outcomes, and 
registration materials are online. 
 
Instruction Section Preconference - Reflective Teaching: Self-
evaluation to Assess and Improve Your Teaching Practice 
Discover techniques and strategies for more structured and 
intentional reflection. Learn how to identify, articulate, and diagnose 
teaching and learning “problems” you encounter in the classroom, 
analyze your role as a teacher in that situation, and learn about 
techniques of reflective practice to address those learning problems 
and improve student learning. 
 
Data Visualization: Tools, Techniques, and Practice 
Due to the proliferation of digital data and the emergence of big data, 
visualization is of crucial importance in academic research and 
institutions. This preconference will introduce the fundamentals of 
data visualization including discussion of visual variables – the 
building blocks of any visualization. Attendees will participate in a 
sketching exercise to explore visual variables and create a foundation 
for the creation of library specific visualizations in the afternoon. 

 
Storytelling 101: Craft Narratives to Engage and Persuade 
When was the last time someone changed your mind with a story? We empathize with, persuade, 
and teach each other using the social tool that is storytelling. Whether you’re a high-powered library 
administrator headed into an important conference call or a part-time instruction librarian at the head 
an unfamiliar classroom, humans crave connection and a compelling story can be the difference 
between connecting deeply with your campus colleagues and patrons or experiencing a total 
disconnect. 
 
Writing Data Management Plans Across the Curriculum 
Demand for data management plans (DMPs) is growing as more granting agencies add this 
requirement. Join an experienced data management plan consultant from a major research 
university to learn how to apply your existing skills to writing strong DMPs for the sciences, social 
sciences, and humanities. Most presentations concerning data management are more concerned 
with the creation and management of repositories than how to write, or consult with researchers 
writing a data management plan for grant submission. 
Contact Margot Conahan at mconahan@ala.org or call 312-280-2522 with questions. 

 
Host ACRL Standards, Scholarly Communication Workshops in 2015 
Today’s academic and research librarians increasingly act as change agents in the higher education 
community while being called on to demonstrate their value on campus. ACRL ‘s one-day scholarly 
communication and Standards for Libraries in Higher Education workshops help you achieve those 
goals through learning more about these important topics at your campus, chapter, or consortia. 
Facilitated by our team of expert presenters, both workshops provide a framework for libraries to 
grow, innovate, lead, and succeed.  

http://www.ala.org/acrl/conferences
http://www.ala.org/acrl/reflectiveteaching
http://www.ala.org/acrl/reflectiveteaching
http://www.ala.org/acrl/datavisualizationpreconference
http://www.ala.org/acrl/storytelling
http://www.ala.org/acrl/writingdatamanagementplans
mailto:mconahan@ala.org


 

 

The AFAS E-News 
welcomes contributions 
from readers. Send 
articles, items of interest, 
and news to the editor, 
preferably in electronic 
format. 

 

The AFAS E-News 
 is sent to all AFAS 
members via email.  
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AFAS/ACRL 
DISCUSSION LIST  

ACRL-AFAS-L@ALA. ORG 

TO JOIN 
GO TO LISTS.ALA.ORG 

Visit: http://bcala.org/index.php/newsevents/ncaal-conference 

The National Council for Black Studies is now accepting submissions for The Voice of Black 
Studies & The International Journal of Africana Studies. The next submission deadline is July 31, 
2015. Visit the NCBS website for more details: http://www.ncbsonline.org/the_voice_of_black_studies 

The Association for the Study of African American Life and History will celebrate 100 years of 
systematic study and promotion of African American legacy. Founded by Dr. Carter G. Woodson in 
1915, the organization plans a memorable observation of the work of its founder. Visit: http://

AFAS 
WEBSITE:      
afasacrl.wordpress.com 

 

 
 

http://lists.ala.org/wws/info/acrl-afas-l
http://bcala.org/index.php/newsevents/ncaal-conference
http://www.ncbsonline.org/the_voice_of_black_studies
http://asalh100.org
http://afasacrl.wordpress.com

