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ACRL African American Studies Librarians Section 
American Library Association Annual Conference 

Executive Committee Meeting  
Saturday, June 29, 2013 8:30 am 

Radisson Blue Hotel (RAD) Baltic/Bering 
Minutes 

 

Attendance: Lavonda Broadnax, LC; Vivian Fisher, Enoch Pratt Library; Malaika Grant, U of Minnesota; 
Grace Jackson-Brown, Missouri State U; Jacqueline L. Jones, Baton Rouge CC; Gennice King, retired; 
Johnnieque B. Love, U of Maryland; Akilah Nosakhere, New Mexico State U, (recorder); Lisabeth Chabot, 
ACRL Liaison. 

Meeting called to order and members were welcomed by Chair Gennice King. Introductions followed. 

Midwinter meeting minutes were distributed via email, approved and seconded by Nosakhere and Love. 

Reports: 

Report of the AFAS Chair 

AFAS Chair Gennice King provided the budget report noting the annual budget of $1,018.75 from this 
amount $750 was expended for refreshments were purchased for the AFAS membership meeting 
scheduled for 1 p.m. Saturday June 29. A ¼ page ad was purchased for the program book of the 8th 
National Conference of African American Librarians conference set for August 7-11, 2013 in Covington, 
Kentucky. 

King suggested the Publication and Research Committee begin reviewing AFAS history for content and 
photos to update the AFAS brochure.  ACRL maintains section histories for 5 years and would be a good 
place to start to gather content and statistics. Membership can be canvassed for photos for possible use 
in the new brochure. 

Report of the AFAS Vice Chair 

AFAS Vice Chair Johnnieque Love reported on the ACRL Leadership meeting where highlights from the 
March 2013 ACRL conference were shared.  The 2013 ACRL conference was deemed the most successful 
to date. The Leadership meeting held on Friday, June 28th was attended by incoming Chair Malaika 
Grant.  

Steven Bell shared the work of our Midwinter Leader’s Council meeting where the topic was on the new 

branding for ACRL. The new brand of “Advancing, Learning, and transforming Scholarship” now appears 

on the ACRL web site and all printed material.  
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Steven Bell shared the news of ACRL receiving an IMLS grant. He stated that 75 libraries were already 

participating as cohorts in the grant.  

 

Bell also stated that the Information Literacy Standards had not been updated in thirteen years and a 

Task Force had been assigned to work on the revision and will be submitted to the ACRL Board for 

approval at Midwinter 2014.  

 

 Highlights included the ACRL-IMLS Assessment in Action where 75 libraries participated in branding 
activities and undertakings related to advancing, learning and transforming scholarship. 

Love added that the information literacy standards, introduced 13 years ago have been updated and 
submitted to the ACRL Board for approval. 

ALA will revise and reduce the number of options related to membership renewal.  Currently there are 
1600 pricing rules that will be reduced to 800 items. 

Love reported that communities of practice experts Beverly and Etienne Wenger-Trayner informed 
attendees at the leadership meeting that community based organizations should be concerned with 
quality and not quantity.  Small core groups tend to be more effective than large groups; so leaders 
should not be concerned so much with numbers. The experts also noted that ‘learning is changing 
people from the inside.’ 

Love concluded her report with two project ideas: 1. AFAS consider establishing an award for 
outstanding professional library practice or scholarship in the field of African American studies.  The 
Monroe Nathan Work model from 2003 may be used as model to establish such a program; 
collaboration with RUSA should also be considered; 2. Membership Survey which should be coordinated 
the Membership committee. Ruth Hodges and Aslaku Berhanu could not attend ALA meeting and is 
interested in working on the Membership committee.  

Derek Mosley will serve as chair of the 2014 AFAS Program Planning Committee. The Committee 
members are in the process of planning a forum as well as a program presentation. Derek will call a 
meeting immediately after the AFAS general membership meeting on June 29. 

Membership Committee  
Member-At-Large Lavonda Broadnax reminded the executive members that ALA Connect is the place to 
find and access information about AFAS membership. ACRL encourages sections to report all 
membership activities through ALA connect.  Correspondence and electronic communication from AFAS 
committees to full membership should come through ALA Connect.  

Publication and Research Committee 

Vivian Fisher reported that the two projects: Core List of AA materials and Scholars’ Corner.  Members 
are encouraged to participate in these projects and to serve as research coach to subject specialists new 
to the field.  AFAS members Jacqueline Jones and Grace Jackson-Brown expressed interest in this 
program. 

ACRL Communities of Practice Implementation Task Force Report Update  

AFAS and several other sections with membership under 400 are challenged to raise membership or 
consider becoming an interest group within ACRL.  AFAS has 3 years to build membership to this level. 

AFAS Survey – New Directions: A Survey of AFAS Membership 
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The Publication and Research Committee is conducting a survey of AFAS membership to determine the 
direction of the section and gather ideas for new projects and programs. The survey was launched on 
Saturday June 29 and will continue through Friday July 27.   The survey consists of 10 questions and will 
be distributed through a link posted on the AFAS website; AFAS FB page; emailed to each AFAS member; 
and through ALA Connect (?).  A report of the results will be submitted to the Executive Committee by 
mid-August. Akilah Nosakhere is the coordinator of the survey. 

The Publication and Research Committee will begin revision of the AFAS brochure with a call for 
participants to lead the project.   

Membership Drive “Each One Bring One” 

Incoming Chair Johnnieque Love will initiative an aggressive membership drive to build the membership 
of AFAS and support the development of programs that recognize and promote scholarship in African 
American studies librarianship. 

 

Other Business: 

Introduction of 2013-2014 AFAS Officers: 

Chair - Johnnieque B. Love 

Vice Chair – Malaika Grant 

Secretary – Lavonda Broadnax 

Member-At-Large - Derrick Mosley 

Liaison to ASAALH through 2014 – Glenda Alvin  

 

 

Announcements: 

 Lavonda Broadnax, current AFAS Member-At-Large was recognized by the Executive Committee 
on her honor as the 2013 recipient of the Zora Neale Hurston Award for Excellence in Reference 
Services. 

 Akilah Nosakhere, co-editor with Andrew Jackson and Julius Jefferson will be recognized by 
BCALA Literary Committee for their recent publication, “The 21st Century Black Librarian in 
America.”  

 


