








- ' -h-

of the program, listeners were requested to refrain from phoning any more into the
studio, In this broadcast the supcrintendent of the school district made plain that
the school librarians and faculty members interested in books relating to their spec-
ific fields werc best qualified to select library material, As criteria sct up by
the board, he listed such parsphrased points as follows: Is the author honest and
sincere in his prescntation? Does it honestly cover the material? Is there a worth-
while theme or message? Docs it specifically relcte to the student's educational
background?

A stpong competing method--supported, so its author said, by schoolmen and
school librarians in a ncighboring city--would have been to appoint a "representative
citizens committce of parent groups, church leaders, scout lcaders, teachers and 1lib-
rarians" to "establish the standard of sclection, to sct up a procedure of reviewing
books; and establish a program of reading guidance in the school librarics,"

To this suggestion the board of trusiees replied by recommending that the dis-
trict Educational Council submit to them a panel of persons "to act in an advisory
capacity only in an ovcrall study of the aims and purposcs which should be followed
in the cducational program of this district,

The experience in Harin County would suggest that an cxplicit book seclection
policy may be of assistancc in early clarification of ccensorship issues,
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CONCLUSION IN ALABAMA, The Alabama book labelling law (see Newsletter Vol, II,
No. 3, June, 1955} was rulcd unconstitutional by the Circuit Court of Montgomery,
Alabama,
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BILL TO DENY 1n\TLING PRIVILEGES TO “SUBVERSIVE" MATERIALS, Representative Kathe
erine St, George introduced into the session of thc House of Representatives just
past a bill prohibiting "transmission through the mails at less than cost of publica-
tions, books, other printcd matter, and films containing material contrary to the
best interests of the United States,® The bill would deny second~-and third-class
mailing privileges, and special rates for mailing books and films to matcrials pub-
lished or produced by organizations listed in the IHousc “Guide to Subversivc Organi-
zations and Publications," listed as subversive by the Attorney General, or recgistered
or required to be rcgistered in the Subversive Activities Control Act of 1950, The
bill would at the lcast deprive libraries of certain matcericls needed for rescarch,
and if administeorcd at its worst under the gcneral term "contrary to the best inter-
ests of the United States" would destroy free communication by publication, Referrcd
to the Committee on Post Cffice and Civil Service, the bill did not comc out of comme
ittee, But we quote from the "Survey and Study of Post Office Operations,,.Third
Intermediate Report" dated August L: "Public hearings werc scheduled to consider this
bill,ss, but were postponed at the request of certain publishers who demanded further
time to prepare ocrguments, It is the view of thc subcommittee that steps should be
taken by the Congress ot an carly date to cxclude from the mails thosc publications
which seck to undermince our govermment, The subcommittee will continue its investis-
gation and development of legislation in this important field of postal service,!

¥ % * *

FEAR OF CONTROVZRSY, Committee on Tenure and Academic Frcedom of the National
Education Association, after questioning 522 school superintendents, has reported
that in many communities frec discussion of controversial issues has been inhibited,
Teachers are afraid, the report stated, to encourage classroom discussion of religious




education, sex education, race relations, commnism, laboreindustry relations, UNESCO,
"The American teacher," the report concluded, "has voluntarily censored herself,"
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FTR ON TELEVISION. From the July Film World we lcarn that "Freedom to Read" has
been the principal theme of a television serics being broadcast locally by the Unive
ersity of Illinois Library and Library School, The scries is produced in coopcration
with the university's Telévision-Motion Picture Unit and has appeared weckly from
Station WCAT in Champaign, The series of l5-minute programs is designed to promote
interest in library services over the state, and stresses library participation in
establishing freedom of thought and expression,

WUFFHAN AND BOCCACCIO NOT FOR BURNING, In July an Inglish judge gave o summa-
tion on Stanley Kauffman's novel The Philanderer which some have hoiled as the most
significant judicial uttecrance on the subject ¢f obscenity in England in almost a
hundred ycars, Mr, Justice Stable charged the jury to consider not whcther the book
was obscenc but whether its tendency is to deprave the susceptible, "The charge,"
he said, "is not that thc tendency of the book is either to shock or to disguste
That is not a criminal offcnse, The charge is that the tendency of the book is to
corrupt and deprave, Then you say: 'Well, corrupt or deprave whom?!, and again the
test: those whosc minds arc open to such immoral influcnce and intc whose hands a
publication of this sort may fall." Mr, Justice Stable further questioned whether
we should take as our literary standords something suitable "for the decently brought
up young female aoged. 14" or "the sort of books that onc reads as a child in the nur-
sery.!

The jury brought in a verdict of not guilty, Howcver, the decision was followed
by a number of prosccutions of other "obsccne" books, In one, using earlicr criteria,
Boccaciots Dccamcron was condemned, but the condemnation was reversed on appcal,
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FOUNDATIONS, Not only is the House Special Committee to Investigate Tax-Excmpt
Foundations, chaired by Congressmen B, Carroll Recce, expected to report this fall,
but so also is a subcommittec established in mid-July by the House Committce on Edu-
cation and Labor, and hecaded by Representative Rolph i, Gwinn of New York, The
Gwinn subcormittce will investigate the government!s role in education, and it will
also give attention to "what influcnce, if any, by various non-governmental zroups
and associations, is reflected in the policies of the U, S, Office of Education,”
Thoet the inquiry may go into much the same arca of cducationel organizations and
foundations as thc Rccce committee was noted by the Tashington Star for July 11,
which reported that lir, Gwinn had consulted with mcmbers of the Reece committece staff
on how to approach thc new investigaticn,

From a notc in the Civil Libertics Bulletin of the Naotional Civil Liberties
Clearing House in Washington, written by Dr, Richard Kennan of the NEA's Dcfensec
Commission, we lcarn also that an amendment was put into the Tax Reform bill denying
tox exemption to certain nonprofit foundations and organizations if such grouos
“participate in, or intervence in (including the publishing or distributing of state-
ments), any political campaign on bchalf of any candidatce for public officec," Re-
jected was anothcr amendment denying tax exemptions to any foundation or other such
organization which contributed to "subversive" organizotions or individuals, It was
successfully opposcd on the ground that it was too vogue for feoundations to adminis-
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RESOLUTION TO TEsCH FACTS ABOUT COMMUNISM TABLED, The House of Delegates of the
American Bar .ssociation voted to tablc a rcsSolubtion advocating the teaching of facts
about Communism in the public schools August 16, The proposal that the teaching be
accomplished "in appropriatc forms at all levels" had been approved after a ycar of
study by the Bar Associationt!s Standing Cormittce on American Citizenship., A detailed
report on a proposcd code of Congressional committee investigating proccdure was
approved at the same meeting,
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ETHICS OF CONTROViRSY, The American Committee for Cultural Freedom has issued
the following statement on ethical standards of controversy:

l. Nothing and no onc is immune from criticisme

2, Everyonc involved in a controversy has an intellectual responsibility to
inform himsclf of the available faets,

3, Criticism should be directed first to policies, and against pcrsons only
when they arc responsible for policies, and against their motives or purposcs only
when there is some independent evidence of their character,

L, Because certain words are legally permissible, they arc not thercforc mor-
ally permissible,

S Before impugning an opponent's motives, cven when they legitimately may be
impugned, answer his argumcnts,

6. Do not trcat an opponent of a policy as if he were therefore a personal cn-
emy, or an c¢nemy of the country, or a conccaled cnemy of democracy,

T« Since a good causc may be defended by bad arguments, after answering the
bad arguments for anothor's position, prescnt positive cvidence for your own,

8, Do not hesitate to admit lack of knowledge or to suspend judgment if cvidence
is not deccisive cither way.

9, Bccause something is logically possible, it is not thercefore probablee "It
is not impossible," is a preface to an irreclevent statement about human affairs, The
question is always onc of the balance of probabilitics,

10, The cardinal - sin, when we are looking for truth of fact or wisdom of policy,
is rcfusal to discuss, or action which blocks discussion,
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Paul Bixler

(from Antioch Collegc,
Yellow Springs, Chio)



